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PrEfaCE

To mark the tenth anniversary Dolhuys proudly presents our 
special anniversary magazine. With a comprehensive over-
view of our most acclaimed exhibitions, both nationally and 
internationally. You can read about our attractive educational 
programs and their impact. Furthermore, you will find infor-
mation about our popular 43rd April evenings, an ever sold 
out venue. And of course our unique collection which we 
have been able to expand in recent years with special 
purchases of outsider art and much more, you’ll find all of 
this and more in this special anniversary edition. 

The Dolhuys has become quite a crowd puller in the 
past ten years with 40.000 visitors annually! Culture 
connects, this is especially true for The Dolhuys. With 
our program we have reached many different audien
ces, companies and institutions and have made a 
subject, difficult for many, accessible. This has a huge 
impact, especially for people with mental health pro
blems and their surroundings. This is because know
ledge and information contribute to understanding, 
which in turn leads to greater approachability and 
social inclusion. The Dolhuys has been supported by 
many volunteers in recent years, through their dedi
cation and commitment we can raise a lot of activities 
to a higher level. And through our work experience as 
well as rehabilitations we can also give them some
thing back. In recent years, dozens of volunteers 
found paid work outside The Dolhuys, something to 
be truly proud of.
 
One other special feature is that The Dolhuys, since 
its founding in 2005 has been financially indepen
dent without grants from the government. This has 
been made possible from the very start through our 
extensive network of financiers. With the support of 

the Founding Fathers and other mental health care 
participants, sponsors, companies, funds. Regents 
and friends and by profit made in Horeca and retail 
the financial future shines brightly. I would like to sin
cerely thank everybody who by their support helped 
to make a difference for The Dolhuys and who have 
made this great success possible.

Together we make the transition to museum of the 
mind to which we purport special attention to the 
peculiarity of the human mind, the great thinkers 
and their diagnoses. In our new program we call into 
question the prevailing norm in regard to the deviant 
mind. Like the American philosopher Daniel Dennett 
said: “How is it that something so familiar seems so 
strange to us?”

 I hope you’ll enjoy reading! 

Hans Looijen, director The Dolhuys
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ExHIbITIoNS

INTERACTIoN

THE moST HUmAN mUSEUm

Thanks to the support of our partners, sponsors and 
funds we have been able to undertake various special 
activities on the value of deviant behaviour over the 
past decade. Issues such as gender diversity, the art 
of aging, caregiving, identity, religion and madness, 
housing and youth are all part of our exhibition 
program.

It is therefore only natural to make the transition from 
‘national museum of psychiatry’ to ‘museum of the mind’ 
in 2013. This expansion to the mind brings emphatically 
other care areas within the gaze of the Dolhuys. 

Since then, forensic care, mentally disabled and care 

for the elderly have been engaged in the content of 
the new program, but also substance abuse and other 
institutions involved with care for the mind have been 
portrayed.

With this expansion, the museum measures its 
program to a new core message, which reads as 
follows:

‘Discover all that is special about the human mind in 
a unique environment; The Dolhuys and beyond. Our 
collections are brought to life by personal stories. 
We involve both the public and professionals in our 
exploratory study of and reflection on the mind 
in order to pit the dominant norm up against the 
deviant one in a discussion.’

“THE DoLHUYS mAKES YoU REALISE THAT 
EVERY LIFE IS WoRTH LIVINg. EVEN IF 
THINgS DoN’T ALWAYS WoRK oUT.” 

Drs. Wouter m. van Ewijk, MBA
Chairman Board of Directors the Forensic Care Specialist 

Co-initiator and founder of The Dolhuys

Chairman Board the Dolhuys 2004-2015

Member Dolhuys Regent Circle
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Room FoR bEINg DIFFERENT

‘Normal’ is the norm, which immediately puts pres
sure to the precedence of those who are deemed 
abnormal. We consider it crucial to continue working 
to an allinclusive society. The Dolhuys connects 
people. Involvement in connecting. We develop acti
vities which contribute to a better society by coun
tering social stigmas and connecting people. Where 

previously people with deviant behaviour we simply 
removed from society, they now take the spotlight 
in the museum of the mind. What is deemed as 
deviant varies each time, but stigmas and exclusion 
have always played a part. We’re not asking for a 
specific attitude or approach, our doors are open to 
all. We only ask one thing: after a visit to Dolhuys | 
Museum of the mind, open the door of your mind a 
little more.

our museum celebrates the human mind. We offer an 
exciting and accessible experience where the personal story 
is always the centrepiece.

The coming years, we inspire audiences with particular 
minds, great thinkers and their role in society. Soon you will 
also find stories of philosophers, scientists and writers in The 
Dolhuys, but also musicians, doctors and artists.

Thanks to a major private donation Dolhuys had the 
opportunity to focus on acquiring and exhibiting a special 
form of art: outsider art. During different times in history 
psychiatrists, health workers, artists and museums gathered 
the work of patients from institutions or beyond, which was 
not counted among the official corpus of the art world. 
This ‘outsider art’ has a growing interest of the art world 
as well as the public, though still only moderately in The 
Netherlands. This art took a central spot in the Venice 
biennale. Dolhuys | museum of the mind will continue to 
generate attention for this art form. 

EXTra-OrDINarY 
MINDS, 

GrEaT THINKErS

EXTraOrDINarY
MINDS
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WHaT IS 
NOrMaL? aND 
WHO DECIDES 

WHaT IS?

“LOGIC WILL 
GET YOu 

frOM a TO B, 
IMaGINaTION 

WILL TaKE YOu 
EvErYWHErE”

- aLBErT
EINSTEIN

The Dolhuys | museum of the mind, strives to visualise the 
human being and all its aspects and to question stereotypes 
so as to make a contribution to the recognition, appreciation 
and understanding of people. In particular those who, in The 
Netherlands, deviate from the current ‘norm’ in terms of 
behaviour, thinking and emotions, both positive and 
negative, in the present and the past.

vISION
In our society, stigmas with regard to deviating behaviour 
are present abundantly. The Dolhuys wants to make a 
significant objective contribution to imagery by means of 
special art, meetings, wondering and open debate.

MISSION

“PSYCHIATRY oF A CREATIVE mIND? 
ART oR oUTSIDER ART? 
THE DoLHUYS oFFERS NEW ANgELS 
AND STImULATES DEbATE.”

marijke van Putten, Psychiatrist
Chairman Board of Directors GGZ NHN

Chairman Supervisory Board the Dolhuys

Member Dolhuys Regent Circle
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THE 
HuMaN 
MIND 
IN THE 

SPOTLIGHT

“INSTEaD Of 
THINKING  

OuTSIDE THE 
BOX, GET rID 
Of THE BOX.” 

– DEEPaK 
CHOPra
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THE DOOrS 
arE OPEN 
fOr aLL

Young and old, higher or lower level of education, women and 
men: The Dolhuys has the ambition to bring in audiences from 
far and wide, ranging from 8 to 80 years old. For elementary 
school students there are educational programs such as 
“Watching with your ears, adolescents discover the teenage 
brain in the special pavilion “The upper chamber”. Students 
are introduced to the world of science or participate in a sym-
posium. For those participants interested in culture we offer 
changing exhibitions, which are about the art of aging or gen-
der diversity, but also the makeable man and a meeting with 
the extraordinary minds of the artists Van gogh and munch.

fOr WHO

The Dolhuys is favoured by high school students, 
VMBO, HAVO and VWO. Almost daily, the museum har
bours a group of high school students. Specifically for 
young people, we want to increase knowledge about 
abnormal behaviour and contribute to inclusion.

Another important target group are all employees 
of mental health, mental disability, eldercare, drug 
addicts and forensic care. Besides staff clients, 
family members and others directly involved are also 
involved. For this target group the 43rd April evening, 
our monthly themed evening with interesting speakers 
from the worlds of science, literature and health care, 
is also a popular program.

And then there are several outreach programs, where 
the audience is served on site. Think of special projects 
with residents in nursing homes or an exhibit about 
gender diversity in a multicultural VMBO school.

“bEAUTIFUL, 
SENSITIVE AND 
CAPTIVATINg”

THE ACTIVE CULTURE PARTICIPANT

Vmbo PRoJECT WEEK
 Reaction from guest book
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a PLaCE TO MEET
aND HavE a CONvErSaTION

HIgHER EDUCATIoN
AgE 20-30

WE ONLY aSK ONE THING: 
afTEr a vISIT TO DOLHuYS, 

OPEN THE DOOr Of YOur MIND 
a LITTLE MOrE.

FoREIgN
VISIToRS
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CuLTuraL 
COLLaBOraTION

Since its founding in 2005, the museum has been financially 
independent; we receive no government funding. Four ‘foun-
ding fathers’ of the mental health care made the creation pos-
sible. Due to their high level of commitment and support and 
the transfer of collections Dolhuys was able to open its doors 
to the public ten years ago and give voice to the stories that 
have not been heard so far.

We receive financial support from an increasing number of 
institutions and businesses, resulting in a current number of 
20 participants and 15 sponsors. our private donors already 
count 35 regents and more than 300 friends. our attendance 
has grown from 12.000 to 40.000 visitors a year with which a 
significant contribution to the revenue is realized.

With the financial support of many mental health care parti-
cipants, sponsors, private donors and our own income (such 
as Horeca, meetings and entrance fees) the current exploi-
tations are funded. For activities such as exhibitions, lectures 
and outreach programs a separate activity budget is in place 
and is covered by specific fundraising and project sponsor-
ship. The foundation ‘DoEN’ financed their multiannual pro-
grams about identity as well as supporting the transition and 
our anniversary program in 2015. An important source of 
income for the realization of projects in the annual sponsor 
dinner where revenues are generated in a playful manner. 
In addition, since 2014, a business club with interesting net-
working opportunities and a playful substantive offer on 
leadership and the mind.

ParTNErS
boNNEFANTEN
mUSEUm

VILLA KANJEL
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our private donors are the ambassadors of the Dolhuys: the 
regents are our valued cupbearers, through the ‘gift law’ the 
donors and Dolhuys can profit optimally from the annual gift. 
Since we revitalized the existence of the regents in The 
Dolhuys, the regent circle forms an important part of our 
museum. Donors feel connected to the objective of the 
museum and are able to support our work: The Dolhuys makes 
an essential contribution to objective imaging through special 
arrangements, meetings, wondering and open debate.

The Dolhuys has a long tradition of regents who, from 1582 on, 
were tasked with the funding of the then plague- and insane 
asylum. The regents raised money, mostly from prominent citi-
zens, to maintain the asylum. That how they made sure money 
and resources were available for the care of the residents.

Currently, the museum has 35 regents and more than 300 
friends. These private donors hold a number of privileges. They 
have free access to the monthly 43rd April evenings; they may 
take free advantage of our unique regent room. And in addition 
there is an annual regent’s dinner.

PrIvaTE
DONOrS



museum OF THe mINDHeT DOlHuys 20 21

The Dolhuys is a strong brand with a growing 
audience and a solid cultural and scientific network. 
With the Van Gogh Museum, the exhibition ‘Van 
Gogh, crazy or genius’ was developed. With various 
scientific partners, educational programs have been 
established. Herewith we serve the eighth grade of 
primary education, secondary education, MBO, HBO 
and an increasing number of university students. The 
programs makes a lasting impression. “A museum 
that gives food for thought,” is a muchheard reaction 
from the audience.  

The community outreach program of The Dolhuys 
involved residents in nursing homes, elderly, HLTB com
munity, vocational schools, refugee centres and creative 
workshops in prisons. “Dolhuys on location’ provides 
presentations throughout the Netherlands. In 20132014 
six municipalities were visited.

Sold out venues and animated conversations: the 43th 
April evenings are a popular lecture and discussion 
program. Every third Thursday of the month, the visitor 
talks to writers, scientists and experts. With guests as 
Isa Hoes, Jim van Os, Trudy DeMuth, Midas Dekkers and 
more such thinkers and doers. The name of this event is 
inspired by the novel “Diary of a Madman” (1835) by 
Russian writer Nikolai Gogol, in which the protagonist 
gets a delusional and thinks he’ll become the king of 
Spain in the year 2000 on the 43th of April. 

All projects collaborated with museums and collec
tions. The Wellcome Collection in London integrally 
adopted the Japan exhibition. Our collection of out
sider art was on display in the Bonnefanten museum 
and Villa Kanjel in Maastricht.

SuCCES THrOuGH COOPEraTION

A STRoNg bRAND

oUTREACH 

43TH APRIL

mUSEUm
ExCHANgE 

The museum was created in 2005 by an initiative of various 
psychiatric institutions. Collections of prints, photographs and 
old therapeutic objects that have been collected over the 
years are accommodated in the Dolhuys.

The Dolhuys now has a unique (inter) national knowledge 
collection in which holds all the expertise and knowledge of the 
employees, participants and advisors in the object collections, 
image collection (over 20,000 images), the historic library 
(7,000 titles) and the library (750 tapes and films).

The Dolhuys thus plays an important national and international 
role with regard to education, awareness, de-stigmatization 
and knowledge development. The research centre carries out 
research, including the collection care which, by means on 
incentives, contributes greatly to the program of the Dolhuys.

KNOWLEDGE 
& COLLECTION
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The Dolhuys thanks all 
financial partners over 
the past decade have 
supported the museum 
and made possible. In 
particular we thank the 
current participants and 
sponsors that have long 
been associated with us, 
and the funds that enable 
our current anniversary 
program. 
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JELLE’S mARbLE TRACK
In 2007, this striking structure was ready to be admired: 
the 409.24 meter long marble track of the 23yearold 
autistic Jelle. The marbles have to overcome several ob
stacles: a ski jump, swoosh tubes, funnels, loops and a 
spiral tower. From early childhood Jelle has been exces
sively fascinated by marble tracks: he is excited to see 
how the marbles on his homemade track find their way. 
The sound of the track is essential to him. The tinkling 
and rattling cannot be missed. The project was opened 
by Hugo Borst.

mY HomE IS IN mY HEAD
How do you feel about a (former) psychiatric patient 
as a neighbor? Under the title “My home is in my head, 
visiting other neighbors” Dolhuys enables the visitor 
2008 the opportunity to become acquainted with four 
new neighbors: Anton, Bertus, Sanne and Woodrow. 
All four are guided in their lives by medical and social 
relief. They allow the visitor to share their dream place 
to live and tell about their current living situation and 
how they got there.

oUTSIDER ART
Outsider Art is a collective term for works of art that 
are produced for various reasons outside the regular 
circuit of academic programs, galleries and museums. 
We collaborate with prominent galleries and workshops 
from all over Europe, Japan and China, Hidden beauty 
from Japan is fully adopted in 2013 by the Wellcome 
Collection in London and is exhibited in Museum 
Bonnefanten and Villa Kanjel in Maastricht in 2014. 
Hidden beauty from Russia in 2013 provides, for the 
first time ever, a museum presentation of these Russian 
works in the Netherlands. Also Willem van Genk’s world 
was revived in the Dolhuys. Meanwhile, the Dolhuys has 
a acquisition fund for their own collection of outsider 
art and gained notable works, such purchases are pro
minently represented in exhibitions.

HIGHLIGHTS
PrOGraM
2005 – 2015

“bEAUTIFUL 
mUSEUm WITH 
INTERESTINg 
ExHIbITIoNS”
 Reaction from guestbook
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DoSSIER VAN gogH 
‘Dossier Van Gogh’ focuses on the last two years of 
his life in which he, among other things, lived in Arles 
(France) for a year and was admitted to an asylum in 
St. Remy. After his death (1890) psychiatrists have 
made a diagnosis about his illness on the basis of 
his different paintings. The artist himself also tells 
his story. Fragments of letters show how he himself 
viewed the relationship between his madness and his 
artistry. He wrote: “I am not crazy, because I’m clear 
between attacks.”
‘Dossier Van Gogh “is an interactive exhibition where 
the public can compose their own dossier. In celebra
tion of the exhibition a book collection is also published 
in which various visions of his madness and genius are 
set out.

boRDER PRogRAm
bRAINRESEARCH ART AND mADNESS
Art has been there for as long as there are people. 
Why? Because art is needed to keep people’s brains 
sharp and focused. Music, dance, drama, visual arts 
and literature support important brain functions such 
as listening, watching, storytelling and unloading. 
Laboratory research shows just how dynamic and 
playful brains naturally are. In engaging language Mark 
Mieras tells us about the scientific link between art and 
madness. Mieras the author of “Violent brains”, among 
other things, which is about puberty and the brain. 
Mark Mieras is a science journalist, his work was 
published in NRC Handelsblad, de Volkskrant, 
Psychology Magazine, Intermediate and Avenue.

”I’m FINE: FRom SCAR To LANgUAgE”
This Dolhuys exhibition in collaboration with the 
National Association of Selfharm was the 2009 kick
off to a nationwide arts and training project which aims 
to improve aid after selfharm. The exhibition will be 
followed by a multiday training program for professio
nals in collaboration with experts. The training takes 
place in mental health care institutions throughout 
the Netherlands. Eventually, ten sites and institutions 
were involved. With the cooperation of the VPRO 
and 10 artists.

mAF-FESTIVAL 
MAF is an international festival that offers a platform for 
artists with mental health problems and for artists who 
are attracted to madness.
In 2010, the third international Madness & Arts Festival 
will take place in and around the Dolhuys and 13 
locations in Haarlem. Theater, dance, film, music, visual 
arts, literature and poetry. There is also room for discus
sion and reflection. MAF focuses on the question 
whether art is a positive influence on the image of 
psychiatric disorders.

 “VERSATILE, bEAUTIFULLY 
SET ATTRACTIVE PRESENTATIoN”
 Reaction from guestbook
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THE mIND PoRTRAYED: KooS bREUKEL 
With his camera, he captures the soul of the people: in 
a series of over thirty works photographer Koos Breukel 
photographed the last residents of the Valerius clinic in 
Amsterdam in 2014. 
These are portraits of psychiatric patients, therapists 
and directors without titles or captions. This stimulates 
visitors to question their (pre) judgments themselves. 
After more than 103 years, the psychiatric clinic closed 
and residents were moved late last year to the new 
premises of mental health care inGeest in Amsterdam. 
Breukel gives an interesting insight into a hidden world 
with his portraits with.

LIFE SENTENCE:  THE CRImINAL mIND DISSECTED
Reflecting on the line between right and wrong: one 
of the main themes in ‘Life Sentence’, dissecting the 
criminal mind. How do artists view an offender and 
how does an offender view himself? For the first time 
in the Netherlands, you can view photographs of those 
‘born’ as criminals, from the Museo Lombroso in Turin. 
Psychiatrist Cesare Lombroso was a pioneer researcher 
in the biological causes of criminal behavior. This parti
cular collection, along with an interactive installation of 
Titia Bouwmeester with statements of former forensic 
psychiatric patients, forms the basis of ‘Life Sentence’. 
It is the second largest exhibition in which the Dolhuys 
presents itself as a museum of the mind, with their new 
programming focusses on all the aspects of the human 
mind.
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Stichting Margaret 
Olivia Knip

René H. 
van Bokkum 

Fonds

zoE bELoFF’S THE AmATURE TEAm oF 
PSYCHoANALYSTS oN CoNE ISLAND, 1926-1972
The exhibition is based on a visit by psychoanalyst 
Sigmund Freud in New York in 1909, where he also 
donned Coney Island. The exhibition is realized in col
laboration with the New York artist Zoe Beloff. She 
discovered psychoanalyst Albert Grass and his plan 
for the theme park ‘Dreamland’. Beloff has participa
ted in numerous international exhibitions including the 
Whitney Museum of American Art, MoMA New York, 
Freud Dream Museum, St. Petersburg and the Centre 
Pompidou, Paris.

oUTREACH: WE WILL go oN 
For the group ‘immobile elderly’ Dolhuys created a 
special program on site of the exhibition in 2012. “We 
will go on, the art of aging.” This project examines the 
interaction with age, as more and more people reach 
old age. Our view of aging has changed: it used to be 
that the elderly enjoyed their “well deserved retire
ment” and the corresponding tranquility, nowadays the 
elderly are active retirees out and about. How do they 
deal with this new reality? 
In collaboration with Zona’s KIOSK, an artists’ collective 
from Amsterdam that works specifically with the 
elderly in nursing homes, an outreach program has 
been put together on location. 
The program is offered in Haarlem care centers during 
the period that the exhibition runs ins the Dolhuys. 
Important motivation for the outreach program is that 
encounters and connections between people takes 
place by means of the exhibition and the subject. This 
form is then translated into jointly creating objects, 
storytelling and recording stories. Each encounter 
between the artist and the elderly results into some
thing tangible, which has been made visible in the 
exhibition. A total of six elderly residential locations 
participated in this project.

Het Dolhuys
nationaal museum 
van de psychiatrie
Schotersingel 2

Haarlem
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SEEINg WITH YoUR EARS
TARGET AUDIENCE: STUDENTS 
UPPER PRIMARY EDUCATION | AGE 12 

Waste not, want not! is a special project organized by 
Heritage Education for pupils of primary schools. The 
Dolhuys provides the program for the 8th grade of pri
mary school. It lets students experience that heritage in 
museums and shows us things, but also that it doesn’t 
show us all. To find out, you have to look with your ears. 
The stories from the Dolhuys, but also the stories of 
the children themselves are fundamental. Apart from 
the general core objectives that are formulated for the 
whole project, the program’s Dolhuys offers is in line 
with the headline Man and Society: Students learn to 
care for the physical and psychological health of them
selves and others.

mE m/F PRoJECT WEEK 
TARGET AUDIENCE: STUDENTS SECONDARY 
EDUCATION (VMBO–T,  HAVO/VWO) EN MBO 
| AGES: 12 – 18 YR
 
The Lentis LIFE College in Schiedam (VMBO / MBO) 
has approached the Dolhuys to use this exhibition as an 
educational project. The museum has, at the end of the 
exhibition, built up the core of the exhibition inside the 
school building and around it, organized a project 
week. One of the core objectives of lower secondary 
education is to acquaint the student with similarities, 
differences and changes in culture and worldviews in 
the Netherlands. Learning to express their own and 
other people’s way of life in connection therewith. The 
significance of learning to see the society with respect 
for each other’s views and lifestyles. Respectfully 
learning to deal with sexuality and diversity within 
society. The Dolhuys offers this traveling exhibition, 
organized lectures and assignments that are given by 
museum teachers on location.

WHAT IS 
NoRmAL?
WHAT IS 

AbNoRmAL?
WHo DECIDES

THIS?

mAN&SoCIETY

YoURSELF

THE oTHER

What is normal or abnormal? And who decides what is? 
These questions are the corner stones of our educational 
programs. The students are encouraged to take a proactive 
stance during their visit to the museum in order to formulate 
their own opinions, to substantiate them and possibly make 
adjustments. The Dolhuys develops special curricula for 
upper primary education. These programs allow students to 
get acquainted with the complex world of deviation in an 
accessible and philosophical manner. on the way they meet 
themselves as well as the other in a world that’s all about 
being different.

EDuCaTION

 “A mUSEUm THAT 
 PRoVoKES THoUgHT” 
 Reaction from guestbook
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THE FLooR

THE bRAINCELL

bRAINLAb

bRAIN CHAmbER

THE BraIN CHaMBEr
Target audience: Students from VMBO, HAVO & VWO
Ages: 14 to 18 years.

Youths take a trip through the adolescent brain in the 
up stairs room. They get interactive insight into the workings 
of their brain and that of the other. The journey begins in a 
dark room with a brain in formaldehyde, in which the guide 
introduces the topic. Then they watch a film in which four 
young people talk about addiction, autism, anxiety disorders 
and ADHD. between the stories youth do short tests on their 
own personality and discuss the results with the guide. 
of course not just young people are welcome in the brain 
Chamber. Every Sunday a tour of the upstairs room is given 
in The Dolhuys for the general public.

 “I HAVE A LoT 
oF RESPECT FoR YoU” 
 Reaction from guestbook
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Since the creation of the Dolhuys volunteers are an essential 
part of our team, with or without psychiatric background. 
Everywhere in the museum you can run into them: behind 
the desk and in the restaurant, as hall supervisor or host / 
hostess, or helping with the (de) construction of exhibitions. 
Also in the booking office, working as ‘right hand’ of the 
curator, volunteers are active: indispensable forces for the 
Dolhuys. at present, the museum has about 100 volunteers.

WoRK To YoUR AbILITY
Keeping volunteers involved and motivated, that is 
central to the volunteer policy. We like to help people 
with mental vulnerability to increase their participation 
this way. We prepare them for employment. What we 
offer is an inspiring work environment where people 
can and may be themselves, where they are seen and 
feel appreciated.
The Dolhuys has set up a volunteer office in November 
2010 with the objective to offer volunteers the oppor
tunity to make a valuable contribution to the aims of 
the museum. The agency offers guidance and support 
to promote personal development. The vacancies are 
distributed by the volunteer office at reintegration 
companies, 

 social services and published on our website. Between 
2010 and 2013 it has been shown that the Dolhuys 
makes an important contribution to the reintegration 
of (former) psychiatric patients and the long term un
employed. In the period October 1, 2010 to September 
1, 2013 99 new volunteers were in service. In the case 
of 39 volunteers there was reintegration. Of this group, 
there are 8 people who have found paid employment or 
have been able to finish their education. Of the remai
ning 60 volunteers, 19 people have found a paid job. 
Since 2013, approximately 130 volunteers flexibly 
deployed for fixed tasks such as reception, guided 
tours, museum café, archiving, secretarial services, 
publicity, support for business registration and collec
tion registration.

vOLuNTEErS
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PrOGraM
2015 - 2016

The coming years, we inspire audiences with particu-
lar minds, great thinkers and their diagnosis. About 
philosophers, scientists and writers, but also musicians, 
doctors and artists. All programs come to life with 
personal stories. We discover, engage and explore the 
means to identify and discuss the prevailing norm of 
the abnormal one. 

‘THE mAKEAbLE mAN’
In the program “The Makeable Man” we explore diffe
rent ideals to which we and others must comply. Many 
Dutch, anno 2015, want to be the boss of their failures 
and improve themselves. They learn to live with a 
disability, an addiction to rid themselves off, to per 
form better, to get a perfect body, to be happier and 
healthier, to develop themselves or morally, to be a 
better person.

We highlight methods, techniques and therapies  such 
as brain stimulation  which are available at this time, 
to tinker with ourselves and to approach the current 
ideal image as much as possible. The program calls the 
visitor to think of ethical questions: Why do we want so 
much to improve our brain? Are not we going too far 
in our attempts to eliminate imperfections in our lives? 
What is the value of deviation and what is the price of 
striving for an ‘ideal image’?
This belief in our makeability is based on an ideal of 
humanity to which everyone is modeled. It lets also you 
name dropouts, they fall outside the norm, they vary. In 
the permanent collection of the museum, you will see 
that this norm will shift with time and place.

VAN gogH-mUNCH
The artists Van Gogh and Munch are also part of the 
program “The Makeable Man”. Their identity as an artist 
is key. On the basis of an A.V. presentation, based on 

quotes from their letters and excerpts from their work, 
they talk about the connection between their madness 
and their artistry. Van Gogh has been admitted to a 
psychiatric facility for some time. Munch did not see 
himself as insane but saw his fear as the basis for his 
art. Furthermore, Dolhuys organizes a border program 
about madness and genius. Philosopher and former 
expert Wouter Kusters give a lecture about insanity as 
inspiration among other things.

ESSENCES 1
In cooperation with the foundation Willem van Genk 
and Kwintes the Dolhuys organizes a summer exhibi
tion with remarkable work from various creative work
shops in the Netherlands. In the category of Outsider 
Art unprecedented oeuvres appear, which we would 
like to show.
In the first place to demonstrate the artistic power and 
authenticity that it illuminates. It is the antithesis of art 
that flows from professional hands, because it focus
ses on developing personal value and meaning. 
The stories that these works tell, give viewers a 
glimpse into an unknown world. We also like to show 
this work as orientation to the amenities that make so 
much possible and play a mediating role between the 
makers and public appreciation. 
The exhibition aims to enrich the debate on the role 
and significance of creative services for both partici
pants and the community. By calling for participants 
from creative workshops we seek to show a “state of 
nation” by displaying the best and most outstanding 
work in these facilities. 
A key position is given to an important work by Willem 
van Genk, now an internationally renowned artist. At 
the start of the exhibition, a symposium will be orga
nized on the functioning and significance of creative 
workshops in the Netherlands and the often occurring 
healing effect of making art by people with care needs.
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In the summer of 2012, The Dolhuys completely renovated and refurbished its museum café Thuys to a particular 
design of spatial designer Overtreders W. Museumcafé Thuys can accommodate up to 100 people and is perfect 
for parties, receptions, presentations and dinners (dansant).

Police forces, ministries or local industry: the past few years, 
the Dolhuys received a variety of groups. Formal programs 
such as meetings or training days are completed in a relaxed 
way with a tour and a visit to the museum. Through this way 
many different, sometimes unexpected, groups meet Dolhuys. 
many mental health care-related organizations are able to find 
us better and better.

on mondays, after hours, Dolhuys is even regularly the scene 
of major events such as congresses and symposia. The play-
ful established building with its historic character, coupled 
with modern facilities, often gives a business meeting an 
unexpected substantive addition.

rENTaL
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LEPER DoRm (1463)
The leprosarium had two groups of residents: 
wealthy lepers who could afford a maid, and the rest. 
The first group lived apartand the latter in the socalled 
‘Leprozenzaal.

INSANE HoLDINg CELLS (15641602)
In the sixteenth century the lepers were accompanied 
by about thirty insane. Those who were aggressive and 
troublesome, were locked in one of fourteen holding 
cells. The more peaceful mentaly insane got to wander 
about freely. In 1849 they moved to the insane asylum. 
The cells were almost all demolished. 

REgENT Room (1756)
In this room the board of plague and Dolhuys met. A 
board member of a charitable institution was not paid 
but instead, being a member increased a person’s 
status. 

LooPER HUYS (1514)
The Looper huys was basically a testing station for 
lepers those who were suspected of having leprosy 
had to pass “inspection” here.

INFIRmARY (1862)
In 1856 the plague and Dolhuys changed in e.g. in 
a hospital. Those patients unwanted by Elisabeth’s 
Hospital ended up in the infirmary, such as sufferers 
from scabies and syphilis. The few ‘orderlies’ that 
worked there were often old and faulty and usually 
also resided in the complex.

ST. JACob’S CHAPEL (CA. 13191477)
This is were it all started. The spot where café Thuys 
now stands was originally a chapel where travellers 
could rest and pray. It bit further was Haarlem that, 
around 1350 founded the leprosarium on the chapel 
grounds, a leper shelter for civilians.  

HISTOrY
The Dolhuys | museum of the mind is housed in the 
former leper, plague and asylum, whose origins lie in 
1320. The building was originally located outside the 
city walls of Haarlem as a shelter for “nutcases” and 
people suffering from infectious diseases. In the 16th 
century the lepers were joined by a new group of resi-
dents, about thirty or so mentally insane. In 1849 the 
insane moved to asylum meerenberg in bloemendaal 
and the Dolhuys changed in a hospital. Ultimately the 
institution officially opened in 2005 as a museum.
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